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James (Jim) Keats

Collector, Restorer & Miniature Wrench Maker

Jim Keats says he started collecting old engines sometime around the 1960’s.
Engine collecting soon included engine oilers, spark plugs and wrenches. Keats is
well known in the antique engine and sparkplug collecting communities, possibly
even more than he is in the wrench collecting community. He has been heavily
involved in the Badger Steam & Engine Club in Baraboo, Wisconsin, Western
Minnesota Steam Threshers in Rollag, Minnesota and the Stearns County Pioneer
Club in Albany Minnesota.

Keats’ business card states,” An accomplished eccentric with a compulsive
acquisition disorder resulting in eclectic collections of unusual items”.

Keats moved from Wisconsin to an apartment in Minnesota in the late 1990’s. A
friend in Minnesota gave him access to a machine shop to help fill his spare time.
The first wrench Keats made was a 3, inch version of the baby Coes wrench that
was manufactured measuring 4 5/8 inches long. After showing his creation to
friends Keats received requests from others that wanted a copy for their own
collections. Keats soon started making miniature wrenches to sell to fellow
collectors. Keats says he has made 20 different miniature wrenches over the
years. He is in the process of making number 21 at the time this article is being
written in early 2021.

Each Keats miniature wrench was sold with a handmade wood box. The bottom of
each box is covered in felt, if you pick up the felt lining you will find Keats’
signature and the year the wrench was made.

Keats has appeared in an Antiques Road Show segment that was filmed at
Bonanzaville in West Fargo, North Dakota.

Keats miniature wrenches that were sold to friends were usually 3 %2 inches to 5
inches long. As is often the case there are exceptions to this. His first wood
handled wrench was a Coes model that was 3 inches long, his Lowentraut wrench
brace is larger when completely assembled. Other exceptions are known, a few
are pictured later in this listing.
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s a kid growing up on a Wisconsin

farm, Jim Keats saw gasoline engines

in their elemernit, powering cement

mixers and pumping water. The
relics left a lasting impression. “My attraction
to the engines was to see something different
mechanically,” he says. “So the first time I had
a chance to acquire one —in 1962 - I did.”

On that cccasion nearly 50 years ago, lim, his dad and
brother-in-law were at a farm sale when they saw a Lindsay-
Alame 2-1/2 hp engine, “My brother-in-law and I pooled
our money to buy the thing,” Jim recalls wnh'a laugh
“$7 50, The collection just blossomed from there.

Jim focused initially on Wisconsin-built farm ergines.
Today, those engines are housed on his acreage near Hawley,
Minn,, and make up the bulk of his collection, “1 kind of
stiick with the Wisconsin-built engines like the C.R & ],
Lauson engines, the Lauson-Lawton and the Christensen
line,” he explains.

Above: Jim atop his CP. & |. Lauson Farmer's Friend engine,
Photo courtesy Bill Vossler.

eft: This 6 hp Farmer's Friend (serial no, 2942) was manufac-
tured in Milwaukee in 1906. Phato courtesy Nikki Rajala.
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The first three pictures are early Keats creations that were give away pieces for
shows that Jim held at his property.







3 Inch Baby Coes based on the 4 5/8-inch Coes wood handled wrenches made
between 1873 and 1888.

William W. Wills, Janesville, Wisconsin patented pipe wrench, patent 55,190
issued May 29, 1866

Charles S. Leland, Mount Desert, Maine patented quick adjust wrench, patent
746,113, issued December 8, 1903, manufactured by Richards Tool Company
Boston, Massachusettes. Marketed as The Boston Time-Saving Wrench.




Bemis & Call Hardware & Tool Company, Springfield, Massachusetts. Bemis & Call
made several different style adjusting nuts on their wrenches. Keats made 3
different adjusting nuts styles for this miniature wrench. Keats made a few sets as

shown in the second picture.




Joseph Nielander, Kokomo, Indiana patent 1,301,159 patent issued April 22, 1919.
Manufactured by F. W. Macke Company Kokomo, Indiana and later by Speed-Up
Wrench Company Kokomo, Indiana. Marketed as QuickSet.

Quick adjust wrench manufactured by Russel Machine Company in Texas. No
patent found.



Henry A. Thompson, Farmington, Maine, patent 234,091, issued November 2,
1880. Manufactured by Portland Wrench Company Portland, Maine.

Henry W. Hewet, New York, New York, patent 41,995, issued January 25, 1864.
Manufactured by W. L. Miller New York, New York and Fowle & Company New
York, New York.
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James C. Hawes Brooklyn, New York, patent 1,050,131, issued January 14, 1913.
Manufactured by Convertible Ratchet Wrench Company, Allentown,
Pennsylvania.



Samuel L. Johnston, Leesburg, Virginia, patent 530,419, issued December 4, 1894.
Manufactured by Peter Lowentraut Newark, New Jersey and P. Lowentraut
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Leander E. Smith & Lucius Jordan Southington, Connecticut, patent 50,364, issued
October 10, 1865, reissued February 22, 1870. Manufactured by Collins &
Company Hartford, Connecticut. March 1889 patent was found void after Coes
Wrench Company lawsuit for patent infringement.

No wrench patent has been found for this wrench. Some wrenches were
manufactured by Alexander & Purinton Nashua, New Hampshire. Alexander &
Purinton were in business 1853 — 1856.



James Houlehan Toledo, Ohio, patent 289,347, issued November 27, 1883.
Manufactured by Toledo Wrench Company Toledo, Ohio.

Aury G. Coes Worcester, Massachusetts patent 9,945, issued August 16, 1853.
Manufactured by L. & A. G. Coes Worcester, Massachusetts.

Cleveland J. Archey, Mount Victory, Ohio patent 1,096,663, issued May 12, 1914.
Unknown manufacture.



Cincinnati Tool Company, Cincinnati Ohio, No patent found. Cincinnati Tool

Company formed in 1879, incorporated in 1884, manufactured other patented
wrenches as late as 1892.

Believed to be Early H. W. Hewet style wrench several examples are known, none
marked with manufacture’s name.
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John M. Iverson Worthing, South Dakota, patent 465,272 issued December 15,
1891. Unknown manufacturer

L. Coes and Company Worcester, Massachusetts mechanics wrench George C.
Taft patents 41,747 issued February 23, 1864 and RE3,483 June 1, 1869, reissue
of patent 40,590 issued November 10, 1863. Manufactured by L Coes & company
Worcester, Massachusetts.

John J. Coes and Frederic L. Coes Worcester, Massachusetts patent 301,680
issued July 8, 1884. Manufactured by A. G. Coes & Company Worcester
Massachusetts.



George C. Taft Worcester, Massachusetts patent 20,379, issued May 25, 1858.
Manufactured by D. A. Hawkins Worcester, Massachusetts.

Aury G. Coes Worcester, Massachusetts patent 9,945, issued August 16, 1853.
Manufactured by L. & A. G. Coes Worcester, Massachusetts. Same as the earlier
listed wrench but this example is 6 inches long. Keats made them plain steel and
blued steel finish.




Loring Coes Worcester, Massachusetts, patent 742,006, issued October 20, 1903.
Manufactured by Coes Wrench Company Worcester, Massachusetts. Marketed as
The Coes Key Wrench. Keats is still working on this wrench in March 2021.

Frederick H. Seymour Detroit, Michigan patent 273,170 issued February 27, 1883,
patent 460,539 issued September 29, 1891, manufactured by Whitman & Barnes
MFG Co and sold as the Capitol Wrench. Completed March 2022.




A few prototype wrenches from the Keats inner sanctum.

Andrew Y. McDonald Dubuque, lowa, patent 38,316, issued April 8, 1863. This
wrench is not known to have been commercially produced.

Cincinnati Tool Company, Cincinnati Ohio, no patent found. Cincinnati Tool
Company formed in 1879, incorporated in 1884, manufactured other patented
wrenches as late as 1892. These are 3-inch and 4-inch versions.




George C. Taft Worcester, Massachusetts patent 20,379, issued May 25, 1858.

Manufactured by D. A. Hawkins Worcester, Massachusetts. 4 %-inch shown with a
prototype 3-inch example.
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